18680 Conditional Purchases.

On maoticn by Mr. Bu?lm}. debate ad-

journed,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at half past 10
o’clock, until the next day.

Tegisiative Council,
Wednesday, 11th September, 1807
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The PRESIDENT
430 o'eloeck pan.

took the Chair at
Prayers.

QUESTION—CONDITIONXAL PUR-
CHASE RETURX.

Hon. . A, PIESSE asked ({without
noticet: When are we likely to pet the
return ordered by the House showing the
amount owing by conditional purchase
owners in the State?

The (OLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
cannut answer the question without no-
tice, but I think it was shown that it
would take some three months to get out
the return, hecause the figures have to be
taken from books whicli are being used
during the day, and the figures ean be
extracted only in the evening. T will get
the information to-nmarvow.

QUESTION — RAILWAY BRIDGES.
FREMAXNTLE.

AL L. MOSS asked the Colenial
1, On how many occasions

Hon,
Seeretary :

[COUNCIL.)
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during the past 12 months has the Rail-
way or other Guovernment Department
had ingpections made of the two railway
bridges at Fremantle? 2, What was the
date of the last inspection? 3, Is the
Government pecfeetly satisfied as to the
stability for traffic of hoth these railway
bridges?

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY ve-
plied: 1, The bridges are inspected at
least once a week, and in addition special
inspections are made when ecircumstances
render it necessary. 2, 9th September,
1907, 3, Yes.

MOTION—RAILWAY OIL AND

GREASE.

On motion by Ion. M. L. Moss, or-
derved: That all papers in conneetion
with the supply of oil and grease to the
Railway Department during the years
1904-3, 1905-6, and 1906-7 be laid upon
the table of the House, the papers to
particularly include those dealing with
this matter and referred to in the speech
of the Hon. the Colonial Seeretary in
this Honse on the amendment proposed
by the Hen, R. W. Pennefather with
reference to the appointiment of a Royal
Commission to inquire into the working
of the Government Railways.

MOTION—=TEDERAL TARIFF,
MOOJEBING TELEGRAM.
Hon. W. 2JLALEY  (South-East)

moved —

That a selecl commitiee be appoinled,
with power ta call far the production of
a certain telegram having reference to a
public meeting at Moojebing from some
person in Western .lustralia, with intent
to mislead a Minister of the Common-
wealth, Siv William  Lyne; and  with
power to call for the production of any
other papers comsequent thereto.

With respeet to the publication of this
alleged telegram in the West .lustralian,
there seemed to bhe something extrenmely
unusual about the method in which fthe
telezram was despatehed from Western
Auwpstralin, and the way in which it was
received hack and found its way into
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the Press. There were so many chan-
nels of infermation through which such
a telecram might find its way inte a
newspaper so well conducted as the West
Australign, He was not an admirer of
the polities of the West Ausiralian. The
tetegram referred to in the motion was
published in the West :lustralian of Sep-
tember 5th, and was headed in large
capitals  “ Disecovery by Sir William
Lyne’” The telegram, which was not
dated from any partienlar State, was as
follows :—

“The Acting Prime Minister (Sir
William Lyne} las to-ddiy discovered
tarther approval of the tariff in the
shape of a telegram from Moojebing,
Western Australia, as follows:—¢ En-
thusiastie meeting, unanimous approval
new tariff.’”

When he read that telegram he was
highly amused at the humour. The
population of Moejebing was abouf six
or seven souls ; at most there were not
more than four adult residents in the
town of 3Moojebing as far as he was
aware, and there was no telegraph office
at Moojebing, only a tetephone oltice at
the back of a small store in the town.
The publication of the telegram by the
West Australian without any comment
must indicate that it was ridieulous, es-
pecially when it said that an enthusiastic
meeting unanimousiy approved of the
new tariff, when there were so few people
in the town. '

Hon. J. W. Hackett:
telegram rveceived from?

Hon. W, MALEY: The hon. member
might be able to inform the Hause.

Hon. J. W. Hackett did not intend to
take any notice of the motion; only he
asked where the telegram was veceived
from.

Hen, W, MALEY did net intend to
reply to the member. Wherever i came
from. the West Adustralian thought it
necessary to follow it up. although that
newspaper did nat follow up any other
telezram sent to Sir William Lyne.

Fow. M. L Moss: Yho was Sir
Witliam Eyne 7

Hon, W. MALEY: The Acting Prime
Minister. There appeared on the 9th
September another message under larve

Where was the
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capitals, “8ir Wilkam Lyne hoaxed,”
and the telegram was as follows:—

“ The Katanning farmers are praeti-
eally unanimous in their opposition to
Sir William Lyne's tariff, and were
astonished at the lelegram alleged to
have emanated from a meeting of far-
mers at Moojebing. On inquiry it
was found that no such meeting had
heen heard of by the people of Moo-
jebing, nor did any such message go
through ihe Maojebing telegraph office.
The whole thing is regarded here as a
hoax.”

Whether a hoax or not. and however
antusing it might he to himself and otler
people in the State, underlying this tele-
gram remained two faets. Oue was that
the telephone office at Moojebing was
near to his (Mr. Maley’s) residence, and
that he was the only member in the House
who had had any remarks te make on
the motion in respeect to a remonstrance
being sent in relation to the fariff. Mem-
bers who were present knew that when
the mwotion was passed through the-
House, scarcely a quorum of members
was present, No sooner had he {Mr.
Maley) spoken, than a member moved
that the question be put. No discussion
was required.

Hon. TV.
quorunt,

Haon. W. MALEY was glad to hear it.
The faet remamed that discussion was
haulked.

Hon. G. Randell: XNo.

The Colomal Seeretaiy:
desired fn spealk.

Hon. M. L. Moss: It was a matter of
urgenev to get the motion through, so
that representations enuld be inade to the
Federal aunthorities.

Hon., W. MALEY: The reason was
nnt oiven at the time, and he assmged
that no discussian was wanted.

The PRESIDENT : Standing Order
392 said : —* No member shali reflect upon
any vote of the Couneil. exeept for fhe
purprse of moving that such vote be re-
seinded.”

Han. W. MALEY : Certain faets were
referred to. There was no refleetion in
his remarks on anxthing done in  this
House or elsewhere, or on any individual.

Kingsmill: There was a

No one else
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and he had not laid himself open to any

censure. The correspondent of the 1¥est
Austratian  newspaper, who resided at
Katanning, could inform his news-

paper of the faet that there was no tele-
graph office at Moojebing. The telegram
must  have heen despatehed from the
nearest telegraph offlice, and thal was at
Katanning, Oue did not know by what
right the Press could make searches at
a Commonwealth telegraph office to ascer-
tain what had been done. A select com-
mittee of this Honse experienced diffienlty
in getting certnin evidenee on one oecea-
sion in respect Lo a telegram, it being
Commonwealth  business, and the faet
had to be reporled to the House. One
could not understand by what right the
Press could demand information this
House could not abtain, nor had the Gov-
ernment any means of diseovering what
passed through telegraph offices, except
through a seleet eommiitee, which he now
moved should be appointed.  Was the
Cunnnonwealth to be humbugged by cer-
tain  people of Western Auslralia—
whether those people had the support of
members or not—by the despatch of tele-
grams that were distinetly misleading,
and as such should be put downm by the
Parliament and Government of the State?
11 this matter the Press should give as-
sistance ; and as he had said nothing dis-
respectful of the Press, he was rather
surprised at the interjections from Dr.
Hacketl, one of the principal lights of
the Press.  That hon. member claimed
that he would take no notice of this mat-
ter. Why not ¢ Tt was to he trusted the
hon, gentleman had nathing to hide.

Hown. J. 1. Haclett : The matfer had
nothing to do with the West Awustralion,

Hon. W, MALEY : It had a zreat
deal to do with us. These telegrams that
misled the Commonwealth must react with
harm to the interests of Western Aus-
tralia. TIf the Prime Minister were mis-
led by the Press and people of Western
Australia, we as a Parliament had no
right to rememstrate against the tariff.

Hon, J. . Haekett : How did the
Press mislead ?

Hon, W. MALEY wished fo know
whether these telegrams were genuine. Tt
was certain the hon. member would put

[COUNCIL.]
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ua ohstacles m the way of the appoint-
nment of a seleet eomniittee, which might
defer any person from again resorting to
this method of underground engineering.

Houn. .J. W. Hackett : What bad he to
de with it ¢

Hon. W, MALEY : The hon. member’s
duly was to promote the use of cleaner
weapons in all our public business ; and
when any traitor appeared in the camp,
it was the hon. memher’s hounden duty
to =ay, “ This is the man who eaused me
to be a party to hoaxing Sir William
Lyne  There was nothing more to add,
except fo say that i was his (A,
Maley’s) first duty, hecause he happened
to be at his home at the time the {elegram
was sent, o clear himself of any conmec-
tion with anything that might have hap-
pened at his own door. Dr. Hackett did
not corununieate with him.

fHon. J. W. Hackett : What had he to
do with this matter ?

Hon, W. MALEY : The hon, member
was the cause ; the hon, member owned
the newspaper.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: The telegram
caime from Melbourne to the TWest .lus-
tralian.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South) form-
ally seconded the motion, and said the
matter was not of sufficient importance
to justify the ealling together of a select
committee. No one took the matter
serionsly. The telezram had not affected
the State in any serions degree, and there
was no oecasion to take any great interest
in what Sir William: Lyne might think
about it. Judging from the great interest
Sir William Lane took in the Staie, we
should not worry about him in the
slightest degree.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) did not take so humorous a
view ¢f the situation as members appeared
to be taking. He supported the motion
wenerally, not hecanse it had any appliea-
tion tn Moojebing or Watanning, or ihe
TPest -Australien newspaper; but Federal
and Siate polities should not be made a
plaything by practical jokers, and if the
finding out of the actual sender of this
telegram could act as a deterrent on this
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chss of thing, the House would be well
justified in moving in this direction. One
could nut cuite appreciate the trend of
Mr. Maley's remarks about the West Lus-
tralian, becanse it must be presumed that
newspaper got the information in the
usual course from Melbourne.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: That was so.

Hon, W, Maley: That was not denied.
He had said there were many channels for
getting the information.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: It would be
superfluous and totally unnecessary to act
as apolowist for the West Australian, but
he took it that the news came from Mel-
hourne. 1If we eould deter any future
practical jokers from sending this sort of
telegram, we should do so.  To people in
the Fastern States the name of Mooje-
bing was of the same significance as the
name of Kalanning: and if Sir William
Lyne reccived a telegram from Katan-
ning, Wagin, or Narrogin, or any of the
farming towns along the Great Southern
line. he would be well justified in placing
a good deal of eonfidence in it. The hon.
member represented the province in
which Moojebing was situated and so
was justified in moving this motion—and
the House should assist him—in order to
clear up this mystery, and, if possible,
deter a similav action in the future.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : This matter had not
the sertousness that was given to it, thongh
on hearing Monjehing mentioned, he had
for the momeni associated the hon. mero-
ber will it—[Hon. W. Maley: That was
the point]—heing under the belief that
the hon. member was about the only per-
son living in that district, and that he
would certainly know something  about
the telegram. and about ihe meeting held.
However, the hon. member's denial was
sufhieient.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) boped the
House would not put itself in the posi-
tion the mover and Mr. Kingsmill ad-
vised by appointing a select committee.
Members should picture the effect, when
it. was telegraphed to Melbourne that the
Western Ausralian  Legislative Couneil
had thought it of suffictent importance to
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call for a select eommiitee fo inquire in-
to something the hon. member disclained,
and whiell Dr. Hackett said was a hoax,
It was 1o be hoped the House would have
more gense, and would not make itself
lonk stupid in the eves of the world. It
was (o be regrelied if the slightesl stigma
had rested on Mr. Maley, because ihe
hon, member was held in bigh regard, and
the House would aceept the disclaimer the
hon. member made that he had nothing
to do wilh the telegram.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East) :
Having had such a full diseussion on the
matter, having drawn attention to the
position  he occupied, and having ex-
plained that he had nething to do with
the telegram, Mr. Maley slionld withdraw
the motion. Members knew that the hon,
uieraber would not lend himself to that
sort of thing.

Hon. W. MALEY (in reply) : Being
so well known, it would go without saying
among members at any vate, whatever
people with less knowledge would say,
that he had nothing to do with the mes-
sage sent from Moojebing. People there
told him that certain persons at Katan-
ning had said they would get to the bot-
tom of the matter, and one gentleman in
particular, who was conneeted with the
Press, had stated it was his {JMr. Maley’s)
duty to get to the bottom of it. Asper-
sions had been cast on him which he did
not deserve, and he had eome to the con-
clusion that action must he taken, How.-
ever, in the cireumstances, he would ask
leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION—FEDERATION AND IN-
DUSTRIES, TO INQUIRE.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South}
moved—
That a joint committee from both

Houses of Parliament, consisting of five
mentbers from each, be appoinled to con-
sider the position of Western Australia in
relation to the Commomwealth Constitu-
tion, particularly as to how it affects our
industries and resources, and to report to
both Houses.
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He said : In moving the motion, I feel it
will be unnecessary to speak at length to
convinee members that Parliament should
ingquire inlo the reasons for the unrest
and turmeil in Western Australia owing
to the Commonwenlth Constitution. We
are not alone in this respect. There is a
wveat deal of dissatisfaetion existing in our
sister States, more particularly in Queens-
land, New South Wales and Tasmania; in
fact in each of the States there appears
to be a certain amount of dissatisfaetion
about the Comrmonwealth Constitution.
This has been brought home to us more
clearly owing to the recent tariff. There
is a considerable amount of stagnation in
every branch of trade and commerece n
Western Australia. I know tlrat in mak-
g a statement of this kind I may be
taken to task by some of our friends, but
I venture te say our position to-day is
a very serious one indeed. T cousider the
ouflook is black, very black indeed, and
if matters continue to go on as they are
now duing I do not know what is going
to happen to this State inside six ov
twelve months. Less than a year ago there
was a motion in this House—I forget the
exact wording of it—but it was brought
forward in opposition  to  the Federal
Tnion. 1 voted for the motion and, like
some other members T suppose, 1 did so
as a profesl against the aetion of the

Commonwealth Government in throwing’

ouf the Trans-Aunstralian Railway Sarvey
Bill. We are one great nafion, we arve
all federated, and 1 think that is the pro-
per thing.  Australia should be federated,
and when I say that T fecl sure that most
of the people of Western Australia and
most of the members of Parliament en-
lertain a similar feeling, while that is
so, still when we entered into Federation
we did not know whak our requirements
were, and we did not give due considera-
tion to what they were likely to be. Tt
was adnmifted that we were in a somewhat
different position from any of the other
States and we were granted special con-
sideration by being allowed to retain the
inter-State dulies subjeet to a reduction
of 20 per cent. each year. That fact
alone is evidence that it was realised we
were entitled to some eonsideration. That
however was not enough. If we had
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looked sufficiently far abead we would
have stipulated for mueh better advan-
tages than we have received. As to the
inter-State duties, it is a very wise thing
that thuose have disappeared, for there
shonld not be duties on many necessaries
of life, such as butter, bacon, cheese, and
all articles whieh go to make up “a free
breakfast table” When the concession
as fo the inter-State duties was heing ab-
tained we should have gone farther az to
our own taviff. We shouild have been al-
lowed to regulate vur tarifi on oversea
waods Lov a certain term of vears. This
was not done and we are suffering tfor it
to-day.  The present faviff is most un-
just to Western Australia aud is hamper-
ing us in every possible way. The few
manufactories and industries which were
springing up have been vuined and many
of them have disappeared altogether. My
aljeet in moving this motion is to try and
see if it iz possible to get a committee to
inquire into our  Constitution and
see if we can devise a way to get better
advantages than we have at the present
time. There has been a considerable
amount  of  talk about seeession and a
aveat many complaints  from  various
sources have been received; but, with one
excepfion, we have not approached the
Comunenwealth Government  with  those
complaints. T maintain that it should be
an easy matter for us to get some con-
cessions that would be fair and equilable
to Western Australia and at the same time
would be quite just to the Commonwealth.
T feel certain that in moving in this divee-
tion nothing hut pood would result. We
know that we will have all the people of
this Sfate supporting uws and in addiiion
we ghall have the support of many people
in the sister States. At the present
time it is nsetess for us to make any pro-
testations to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment unless it is done in o constitutional
way, because Sir William Lyne will not

take the slightest notice of us. He has
a lat of followers who bhave evidently

sold themselves for o paitry £200 a vear
and who follow him blindly. The tariff
recently imposed seriously affects the min-
ingr industry of whieh 1 claim to have
some slight knowledge. The trouble is
eansed by the heavy duty on mining ma-
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eltinery, & great deal of which cannot be
ohtained except directly from the manu-
facturers. There is a great deal of ma-
chinery which it would be quite impos-
sible to make in Australia, because the
plant to manufacture it would eost a very
considerable sum of money, and there is
no possibility of the market for that ma-
chinery heing so extensive as to warrant
the erection of the plant. This machi-
nery has to be obtatned from England
where they have the wmarkets of the
world at their disposal, and it is useless
for one moment to expect that a high
tarifi would rvesult in its manufacture in
Australia. The agriculturist 1s  also
eomnplaining of the heavy taxation and the
merchants are acting sunilarly, while the
henseholders are complaining of the in-
ereased cost of living, [t appears to me
that the toriff is most unjust. If our
Federal Constitntion  were framed on
equitable lines we should have had at
least a chanee of retaining the manufae-
tories which were staried here, and we
woukd have heen able to induce many
other persons to cowe here to eompefe in
the manutacturing industry. Owing to
the existing econditions, however, this is
quite impossible, and T am  afraid  we
shall never have these manufactories es-
tablished here during our lifetime.  All
the manufacturers are going East and

the life blood of Western Australia
is woing awax to  benefit Melbourne,
We are aot alene in  this  matter,
for  many  of  the other  States
are complaining  siwdlarlyv. [ hope
fhis  committee  will  bhe appointed.

Of eowrse it may be said that the work
is too much for a committee to under-
take, but surely if 2 committee were ap-
pointed and sat only for one afternoon,
they eould bring in a recommendation of
some kind that wounld assist ug In ap-
proaching the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in a constitiutional manner. If
that commiftee finds out, after making
a Pew inquiries. that its task is a very
big one and might cceupy several months
tn complefe, it ix not to he expected the
eommittee would do that.  On the other
hand. however, it might find that no
alteration in the Constitution was desir-
able. In a matter of this kind the Gov-
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ernment should give every support pos-
sible, for it is a question of the most
serious importance to Western Australia.
I ean assure hon. members, and [ have
a pretty fair knowledge of the present
position of affairs, that as far as the
metropolifan area is eoncerned, things
are in a very had state indeed. I hope
the Government will lend their support
to this motion. It is the duty of Parlia-
ment to protect the interests of the peo-
ple, and I am sere the Government must
realise how important this question is.
T must confess that the Government bave
been somewhat slow fo give any expres-
sion of their feelings, and they do not
appear to have done all they might have
done in the circumstances. I should
have liked this motion to bhave been
moved by someone who would have done
more justice to it than T can; but T feel
I am aeting in the best interests of the
State in moving the motion; and T hope
members will give it due consideration.
If the committee sits only one afternoon
per week., gome good will vesult to jus-
tifv my aetion.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East):
It is bard to judge how members will
deal with this motion. For my part T
think it will nat do wueh good if passed
in its present form. On such a com-
mittee we need men who are in ftouch
with the indusiries affected: and so far
as I know, few members of Parliament
are in that position. There will be
great diftieulty in picking out five wem-
bers of either House who have a praclieal
knowledge of the industries of this
State. I eannot possibly support the mo-
fion unless the committee be enlarged
g0 as to enable outside men to sit on it,
in order that the verdiet of the committee
may stand the light of day and be of
some service, The remarks of the
mover have heen listened to with great
interest, and will no doubt bear fruit in
another way, even if the motion is not
passed: hut it seems to me that to limit
the conunittee 1o mewmbers of both Houses
is a great mistake,

Hon, C. SOMMERS {Metropolitan) :
Probably Mr. Glowrey was not aware
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when Le tabled the motien that a public
meeting was to be held last night in the
town hall. The publie, it now appears,
have in whole-hearted fashion taken up
the matter, and are fully alive to ils im-
portance; so I ihink the hon. member
may well leave the question to manufac-
turers and other citizens who have a
special knowledge of our industries. His
abie speech has sufficiently ventilated the
matler here, and T think he will he wise
if he withdraws the motton.

The PRESIDENT : Will the hen.
member aceept the motion in this amended
form 29—

That e select committee of five members

be appoinled to consider and report on
the position of Western Australia in re-
lation to the Commonwealth Constitulion,
particularly as to how il affects its indus-
tries and resources.
The Couneil has no power to appoint a
joint comnittee consisting of members of
hoth Houses. The sense of the motion
will be the same, though the form is dif-
ferent.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY : I accept the
motion as amended.

On motion by the Hon. (. Bellingham,
debate adjourned.

RETURN—-TIMBER TESTS, OVER-
TIME,

On motion by the Hom. M. L. Moss,
ordered : That all papers relating o over-
time worked in connection with the timber
tests by officers of the Railway Depart-
ment be laid upon the fable of the
House,

BILL—COLLIE-NARROGIN
WAY AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D, Connelly) in moving the second
reading said : The second reading debate
on this Bill need not occupy much time,
seeing that the measure seeks only o add
three words to the Act passed in 1904,
which Aet provides that at any time after
s passing, until the expiration of twelve

RAIL-

[COUNCIL.]

Collie- Narrogin Railiway.

months from the daie of publication of a
notice in the Government Gazetie declar-
ing the railway open for traffie, the Gov-
ernment  wmay compulsavily  purciase
land within twelve miles of either side of
the railway. The line has been opened in
two scetions, the first from Narrogin to
Darkan ; and therefore some doubt has
arisen whether this constitutes the open-
ing of the railway. Three words are
added to the Aect to make the meaning
clear ;  that is, the Act will apply to
the rvailway as a whole, from Narrngin to
Collie.  That it should apply on the open-
ing of the first section would be eontrary
to the intention of Parliament.  The
term of twelve months will begin to oper-
ate from the opening of the whole line.
It is, by the way, anticipated that the line
will in abont a month’s time be open for
traffic from Collie to Narrogin. T move
that the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment, re-
port adopted.

ATYTOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 527 o'clock,
until the next day.



